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A  Brief  History  of  the  BUNNELL  COLONY 

By  MR.  I.  I.  MOODY,  President  of  the  Bunnell  Development  Co. 


Mr.  I.  I.  Moody.  President  of  the  Bunnell 
Development  Company. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Home  Builder: 

Complying  with  your  request  of  recent 
date,  I  shall  attempt  to  write  you  some¬ 
thing  of  the  history  of  Bunnell.  These 
are  the  principal  facts  as  I  remember 
them,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be  the  in¬ 
formation  you  desire. 

About  fifteen  years  ago  my  partner, 
Major  Lambert,  and  I  came  to  St.  Johns 
County,  Florida.  We  were  both  young 
men.  The  Major  came  from  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  while  I  was  bom  and  reared  in 
Georgia.  We  were  both  turpentine  men 
and  began  working  for  Senator  Deen  in 
a  turpentine  camp  about  twelve  miles 
west  of  where  Bunnell  is  now  located. 
Of  course  at  that  time  no  thought  of  lay¬ 
ing  out  the  town  of  Bunnell  had  ever  en¬ 
tered  our  minds.  The  only  evidence  of  a 
town  here  was  one  small  saw  mill.  The 
Major  and  I  were  both  unmanned  then, 
and  I  was  what  is  called  a  “wood-rider.” 
The  duties  of  a  “wood-rider,”  as  you  per¬ 
haps  know,  are  to  ride  on  horseback 
through  the  camp  from  morning  till 
night,  watching  the  men  who  are  gather¬ 
ing  the  turpentine  or  spirits,  scraping 
trees,  etc. 

In  connection  with  the  turpentine  busi¬ 
ness,  Senator  Deen  also  had  a  store 
where  Iris  employees  could  trade.  Such 
a  store  here  is  called  a  Commissary.  My 
present  partner,  Major  Lambert,  had 
charge  of  the  commissary  and  was  the 
book-keeper,  also  the  distiller  at  the  tur¬ 
pentine  still.  We  worked  together  in  the 
camp  for  five  or  six  years  and  were 
“batching”  together  when  our  attention 
was  called  to  a  tract  of  land  comprising 
30,000  acres  which  had  been  offered  for 
sale.  This  tract  of  land  later  became  the 
original  holdings  of  the  Bunnell  Develop¬ 
ment  Company,  and  is  what  we  now  call 
the  “old  tract.” 


At  that  time  Major  Lambert  and  I 
were  interested  in  purchasing  this  tract 
for  turpentine  and  timber  purposes  only, 
and  no  thought  of  colonizing  had  ever  oc¬ 
curred  to  us.  Mr.  J.  B.  Johnson,  who 
still  lives  about  two  miles  west  of  Bun¬ 
nell,  showed  us  all  over  the  tract  and 
strongly  recommended  to  us  its  purchase. 
After  the  deal  was  closed  we  began  oper¬ 
ating  a  turpentine  camp  of  our  own, 
erecting  a  still  at  Bunnell,  and  this  old 
still  yet  stands  in  the  south  part  of  town. 

In  the  meantime  we  had  both  married 
and  we  both  located  here.  After  living 
here  a  few  years  we  found  we  liked  the 
location  very  much,  and  after  watching 
the  wonderful  development  that  was  go¬ 
ing  on  throughout  the  state,  we  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  should  be  our 
permanent  home.  We  had  been  success¬ 
ful  in  our  turpentine  business,  but  we 
began  to  realize  that  not  only  was  our 
land  good  for  turpentine  and  timber  pur¬ 
poses,  but  that  it  was  going  to  be  more 
valuable  from  an  agricultural  standpoint. 
After  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
soil,  and  after  careful  thinking  and  plan¬ 
ning.  the  Major  and  I  decided  that  we 
would  throw  open  this  tract  of  land  to 
settlers,  and  do  our  part  toward  making 
this  section  famous  as  an  agricultural 
district.  The  result  was  that  we  incor¬ 
porated  the  Bunnell  Development  Com¬ 
pany,  the  land  was  staked  out  in  10  and 
20  acre  tracts,  townsite  was  located,  and 
the  town  named  BUNNELL,  after  the 
owner  of  the  little  sawmill  which  I  have 
mentioned  above,  and  which  was  once  lo¬ 
cated  here. 

After  the  incorporation  of  the  Bunnell 
Development  Company,  we  began  telling 
folks  throughout  the  country,  through 
various  advertising  mediums,  about  our 
wonderful  country,  and  after  a  little 


Mr.  Edward  Peterson,  Our  First  Buyer. 


"Birthplace'’  of  the  Bunnell  Develop  me.. 
Company. 


while  several  people  came  and  purchased 
some  of  our  land.  Our  first  buyer  was 
Mr.  Edward  Peterson,  of  Milwaukee. 
Wisconsin.  Mr.  Vicent’s  barber  shop,  a 
picture  of  which  accompanies  this  letter, 
was  the  first  real-estate  office  in  Bunnell, 
and  in  reality  might  be  called  the  “birth¬ 
place”  of  the  Bunnell  Development  Com¬ 
pany.  The  present  pool-room  was  Bun¬ 
nell’s  first  store  and  it  stood  where  the 
bank  building  is  now  located.  At  that 
time  we  had  no  railroad  agent,  but  there 
was  a  little  shack  at  the  side  of  the  rail¬ 
road  track  where  some  of  the  trains 
stopped  if  there  happened  to  be  any 
passengers  who  wanted  to  get  off.  Ir 
was  merely  a  flag  station,  and  I  remem¬ 
ber  so  well  that  later  on  only  two  trains 
and  one  local  freight  stopped  daily,  but 
the  Bunnell  Development  Company  per¬ 
suaded  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railroad 
Company  to  put  an  agent  in  our  town,  we 
agreeing  to  pay  one-half  of  his  salary, 
which  we  did  for  several  months. 

The  first  home  erected  in  Bunnell  was 
Major  Lambert’s,  the  next  was  mine,  the 
latter  being  built  on  the  northeast  comer 
of  Railroad  avenue  and  the  Dixie  High¬ 
way.  Later  on  Mr.  Hardesty’s  home 
across  the  railroad  was  built,  and  the 
next  building  erected  was  our  school 
house.  At  that  time  we  had  but  a  little 
wooden  structure  of  one  room,  and  the 
school  was  opened  with  eight  pupils,  the 
first  teacher  being  Miss  Minnie  Johnson, 
now  Mrs.  W.  H.  Deen,  of  Dinner  Island. 
Some  time  after  we  built  a  little  hotel, 
much  smaller  than  Hotel  Halcyon,  which 
is  the  name  of  our  present  hotel.  I  might 
add  just  here  that  there  are  now  two 
large  up-to-date  hotels  in  Bunnell,  and  a 
good  school  of  three  rooms,  presided  over 
by  three  teachers.  We  expect  to  have  the 
fourth  teacher  next  year.  We  also  have 
two  years  of  high  school  work  in  our 
school  at  the  present  time.  Besides  the 
Bunnell  public  school  we  have  other 
schools  throughout  the  colony. 


AFTER  JULY  1st,  1916,  THE  PRICE  OF  ALL  LAND  IN  THE  ORIGINAL  TRACT 
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Bunnell  School  Building. 


In  those  first  clays  (and  but  a  few 
years  ago  at  that),  our  postoffice  was 
back  of  one  of  the  old  stores,  known  as 
the  Cameron  store,  and  I  was  Bunnell’s 
tii’st  postmaster.  Of  course  I  had  a 
couple  of  assistants  who  practically  did 
all  of  the  work,  but  I  was  the  postmaster 
in  charge.  I  well  recall  the  fact  that  we 
had  no  boxes  in  our  postoffice  at  that 
time,  but  when  our  small  bundle  of  mail 
was  untied  the  few  citizens  had  come  in 
and  gathered  around  the  man  who  dis¬ 
tributed  the  mail,  and  as  each  name  was 
called  the  recipient  stepped  forward  and 
his  mail  was  handed  to  him.  Now  we 
have  four  mails  daily,  and  expect  before 
very  long  that  there  will  be  several  rural 
routes  from  Bunnell.  It  is  safe  to  say 
that  about  a  hundred  times  the  amount 
of  mail  leaves  Bunnell  today  that  left  in 
those  days,  and  but  a  few  days  ago  I  saw 
a  truck  load  of  outgoing  mail  on  its  way 
to  the  depot. 

i  Some  time  later  the  Bunnell  Develop¬ 
ment  Company  donated  four  lots  for  a 
church  and  parsonage,  and  promised  the 
people  who  had  by  that  time  settled  in 
the  colony  to  build  them  a  church.  There 
were  two  presiding  elders  in  the  town  at 
the  time,  one  from  the  M.  E.  Church 
South  and  the  other  from  the  M.  E. 
North,  and  each  one  was  very  anxious  to 
have  a  church  of  his  denomination.  As 
I  had  no  prejudice  whatever  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  I  told  both  the  Presiding  Elders  that 
whichever  one  of  them  had  lumber  on  the 


First  M.  E.  Church  at  Bunnell. 


ground  first  for  the  new  parsonage,  for 
his  denomination  would  we  build  the  new 
church.  The  church  was  awarded  to  the 
M.  E.  South  church.  The  first  minister 
we  had  was  Rev.  Hendricks.  The  church 
was  started  with  about  ten  members,  and 
today  we  have  more  than  forty  members. 
There  are  now  two  other  churches  in  the 
colony — the  Christian  Church  in  Bunnell 
and  the  Catholic  Church  in  Korona. 

When  our  State  Bank  was  established 
our  present  Mayor,  Mr.  Heath,  was  the 
first  person  to  make  a  deposit  and  drew 
the  fh'st  money  over  the  marble  counter. 
Mr.  Swain  was  the  first  cashier  of  our 
bank.  I  consider  that  we  have  today  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  small  banks  in 
the  state  of  Florida.  It  is  doing  a  big 
business,  taking  into  consideration  the 
age  of  the  bank  as  well  as  the  age  of  our 
town. 

One  of  our  first  farmers  arrived  by 
team  from  Oklahoma.  He  is  located 
about  two  miles  south  of  Bunnell  and  his 
name  is  Mr.  A.  Lambert.  Mr.  Lambert 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  from  us 
and  paid  us  $1925.00  cash  for  same. 


i 


Bunnell  State  Bank. 


As  you  no  doubt  know,  our  town  was 
incorporated  a  few  years  ago  and  the  first 
and  only  Mayor  we  have  had  is  our  pres¬ 
ent  Mayor  Heath. 

As  I  write  you  this  letter  my  mind 
travels  back  over  the  various  periods  of 
our  community’s  history,  and  I  am  re¬ 
minded  anew  of  the  wonderful  progress 
this  country  has  made.  I  can  say  with 
just  pride  that  we  have  one  of  the  best, 
if  not  THE  best  little  city  in  southern 
St.  Johns  County.  We  are*  today  an  up- 
to-date  community  with  good  roads, 
churches,  stores,  our  famous  Dixie  High¬ 
way,  telephone  and  telegraph  sendee, 
u-eekly  newspaper,  ice  plant,  barrel  fac¬ 
tory,  garage,  etc.,  etc.  Commission  men 
from  the  North  and  East  are  coming  to 
us  for  the  purpose  of  buying  the  produce 
our  fanners  have  for  the  early  markets, 
and  they  are  paying  us  fancy  prices  for 
‘Same.  Recently  a  representative  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Cochran  &  Company,  of  New  York, 
told  me  that  I  ought  to  feel  highly  hon¬ 
ored  to  have  the  privilege  of  living  in 
Bunnell.  He  told  me  that  when  he  left 
New  York  on  the  fast  train,  they  passed 
through  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  with¬ 
out  making  a  stop.  Their  train  stopped 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  but  made  no  stops 


Bunnell  Garage. 


in  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  or 
Georgia,  but  when  they  arrived  at  Bun¬ 
nell  (in  the  same  coach  in  which  they 
left  New'  York  City) — they  stopped. 

In  conclusion,  I  want  to  say  that  I  con¬ 
sider  that  this  country  is  only  in  its  in¬ 
fancy.  We  have  only  started  growing, 
and  I  believe  that  within  the  next  five 
years  we  shall  make  greater  advance¬ 
ment  than  in  the  five  years  just  passed. 

I  do  not  want  to  go  on  record  and  say 
just  what  I  do  expect  of  this  colony,  for 
if  I  did,  I  have  no  doubt  but  many  of 
the  readers  of  your  magazine  would  con¬ 
sider  me  a  “dreamer,”  wffiile  when  they 
came  to  know  me  I  believe  they  would 
find  me  a  conservative,  practical  business 
man. 

But  my  story  is  growing  too  long. 
BUNNELL — her  past,  her  present  and 
her  future  are  happy  subjects  for  me  to 
contemplate  and  to  talk  about,  and  so  if 
you  find  I  have  said  too  much,  make  use 
of  what  you  can  and  consign  the  remain¬ 
der  to  the  Editorial  Wastebasket. 


EXTRACT  OF  LETTER  FROM  THE 
OWNER  OF  A  BEAUTIFUL  BUNNELL 
COLONY  FARM. 

Dear  Sir: 

If  you  are  going  to  Bunnell  any  time 
in  the  near  future,  will  you  drop  in  at 
my  farm  if  you  have  the  time,  and  see 
how'  nice  everything  is.  I  wouldn’t  sell 
that  ten  acre  farm  for  two  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  The  soil  is  fine  and  will  produce  all 
the  year  around. 

With  my  best  regards,  I  am, 

Yours  very  truly, 

PETER  KTELAS  (Minnesota). 


WHAT  AN  OREGON  BUYER  THINKS 
OF  THE  BUNNELL  COLONY. 

Sincere  congratulations  on  your  big 
folder.  It  is  a  hummer.  Am  glad  that 
the  colony  has  so  bright  a  future.  One 
cannot  help  being  convinced  as  to  the  de¬ 
sirability  of  your  proposition  when  once 
he  has  seen  the  colony  and  its  results. 

C.  LOUIS  BARZEE, 

Oregon. 


WILL  BE  ADVANCED — FOR  FULL  DETAILS  READ  THE  LAST  PAGE  OF  THIS  ISSUE. 
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Every  Day  Happenings  in  and  Around  Bunnell  as 


Bunnell’s  potato  season  is  over,  the  po¬ 
tato  buyers  have  left,  and  people  are  set¬ 
tling  down  to  normal  conditions  again. 
The  farmers  generally  have  made  good 
money.  The  largest  yield  we  have  heard 
of  so  "far  is  that  of  Mr.  Dowdy,  who  dug 
as  high  as  seventy  barrels  to  the  acre. 
The  prices  this  season  were  good,  rang¬ 
ing  from  §4.25  to  $7.00  for  number  ones, 
and  about  a  dollar  less  for  number  twos. 

The  com  crop  is  coming  along  mag¬ 
nificently,  and  seldom  has  there  been  so 
fine  a  prospect. 

Spending  Sunday  afternoons  on  the 
beach  at  Ocean  City  has  become  a  popu¬ 
lar  form  of  recreation  for  many  of  our 
Bunnellites,  and  certainly  nothing  can  be 
more  delightful  than  spending  long  quiet 
hours  lying  in  the  sand,  or  paddling 
about  in  the  water. 


Rev.  R.  L.  Ramsey,  of  Quitman,  Ga., 
has  arrived  and  taken  up  his  duties  as 
pastor  of  the  Bunnell  Methodist  church. 
Mr.  Ramsey  comes  to  us  highly  recom¬ 
mended,  and  has  already  won  many 
friends  among  the  people  of  Bunnell. 


Mrs.  J.  B.  Boaz  has  one  of  the  best 
gardens  in  Bunnell.  Among  the  vege¬ 
tables  she  is  growing  will  be  found  sweet 
com,  cucumbers,  tomatoes,  beans,  pep¬ 
pers,  watermelons,  cantaloupes,  etc. 


Mr.  H.  C.  Lawton,  of  the  Farmers’ 
Demonstration  Work,  visited  William 
Bandy’s  acre  of  com  recently.  He  told 
William  that  his  was  the  cleanest  field 
of  com  that  he  had  found  as  yet  among 
his  Com  Club  Boys.  Mr.  Lawton  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  Mr.  Meyers  of  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  Minn.,  who  was  thoroughly  enjoying 
our  Florida  weather.  He  stated  that 
spring  had  been  very  backward  in  his 
section  of  the  country. 


The  new  home  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Hunter  is 
now  completed,  and  adds  much  to  the  at¬ 
tractiveness  of  Seminole  Heights. 


Dr.  M.  St.  Peter  has  been  greatly  en¬ 
joying  roasting  ears  from  his  fine  patch 
of  “Country  Gentleman.”  When  it  comes 
to  trucking  the  Doctor  is  there  with  the 
goods. 


Messrs.  Deen  and  Jackson,  who  are 
tracking  on  an  extensive  scale  at  the 
Sapplings,  have  brought  into  town  some 
nice  cucumbers  and  snap  beans,  which 
have  met  with  ready  sale  at  good  prices. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Bunnell  it  was  decided  to  have  the  ceme¬ 
tery  property  that  Messrs.  Moody  and 
Lambert  have  so  generously  donated 
deeded  to  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  Bun¬ 
nell.  The  Town  Clerk  will  open  a  record 
book  for  entering  names  of  all  deceased 
who  are  interred  in  the  cemetery,  with 
date  of  interment. 


At  least  a  thousand  people  were  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  recent  political  rally  in 
Bunnell.  All  of  our  farmers  and  resi¬ 
dents  from  the  southern  end  of  St.  Johns 
county  were  present.  Practically  all  the 
candidates  for  the  various  political  offi¬ 
ces  were  present.  The  crowd  began  to 
gather  in  the  morning,  and  by  noon  they 
numbered  at  least  a  thousand  people. 
They  came  by  auto,  wagon,  buggy  and 
train.  Mayor  Heath,  who  was  Master  of 
Ceremonies,  introduced  the  various 
speakers.  These  were  not  alone  county 
politicians,  but  a  number  who  are  run¬ 
ning  for  state  offices.  The  State  House 
candidates  addressing  the  crowds  were: 
Mr.  Hudson  for  Governor;  Mr.  Lunning 
for  Treasurer;  Mr.  Crawford  for  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  Mr.  Sheats  for  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction.  In  the  evening  all 
those  who  so  desired  attended  the  dance 
in  the  Woodman’s  Hall.  Warner’s  Or¬ 
chestra  furnished  the  music,  and  every¬ 
one  seemed  to  have  a  good  time. 


A  new  lumber  company  has  recently 
been  organized  here,  to  be  known  as  the 
Smith  &  Cody  Lumber  Company,  with 
offices  in  Bunnell.  They  have  begun  the 
operation  of  a  sawmill  at  Codyville  where 
they  will  manufacture  all  kinds  of  cy¬ 
press  lumber  and  shingles. 


LETTER  FROM  PROF.  MALPHURS 
REGARDING  THE  BUNNELL 
SCHOOL. 

“Our  enrollriient  has  increased  from 
seventy-six  to  one  hundred  and  nine.  The 
average  attendance  has  been  good.  The 
physician  in  the  employment  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  examined  this  school  last  of  all  the 
schools  in  the  county,  and  pronounced 
this  the  healthiest  collection  of  children 
in  the  county. 

“The  past  session  has  been  one  of  suc¬ 
cess,  if  we  judge  from  appearance.  The 
teachers  have  been  agreeable  among 
themselves;  there  has  been  no  serious 
trouble  in  the  school;  only  a  very  few 
times  has  there  been  a  necessity  to  re¬ 
sort  to  corporal  punishment.  The  teach¬ 
ers  and  students  have  worked  together 
to  secure  a  piano  for  the  school,  and  in 
this  effort  they  have  succeeded  beyond 
the  expectations  of  many;  more  than 
that,  they  have  been  successful  in  placing 
a  splendid  roller  curtain  in  the  chapel. 

“This  year  we  had  the  junior  high 
school,  and  next  year  we  are  expecting  a 
number  of  graduates  from  that  depart¬ 
ment.  The  school  superintendent  has 
promised  another  teacher  for  the  next 
session.  There  has  been  some  talk  of 
erecting  a  new  building;  if  this  is  done 
we  can  expect  to  have  an  excellent  school 
next  winter,  one  that  the  county  will  be 
proud  of,  and  any  town  the  size  of  Bun¬ 
nell.” 

Yours  truly, 

J.  G.  MALPHURS  (Bunnell,  Florida). 


I.  I.  MOODY  RE-ELECTED  TO  OF¬ 
FICE  OF  PRESIDENT  OF  BOARD  OF 
COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  an¬ 
nounce  to  the  readers  of  the  HOME 
BUILDER  that  Mr.  I.  I.  Moody,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Bunnell  Development  Com¬ 
pany,  has  been  re-elected  to  the  office  of 
President  of  the  Board  of  County  Com¬ 
missioners.  Mr.  Moody  was  elected  to 
this  office  in  1910,  and  not  only  has  he 
worked  untiringly  for  the  Bunnell  dis¬ 
trict  and  the  entire  southern  portion  of 
St.  Johns  County,  but  since  his  election 
to  this  office  the  affairs  of  the  entire 
county  have  been  on  the  upward  trend, 
and  St.  Johns  is  now  among  the  most 
progressive  counties  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Moody  is  a  very  busy  man,  and  the 
citizens  of  St.  Johns  County  should  ap¬ 
preciate  the  public  spirit  that  he  mani¬ 
fests  at  all  times.  Often  indeed  has  he 
found  it  necessary  to  neglect  his  personal 
business,  at  a  great  sacrifice  to  himself, 
that  he  might  serve  the  people  of  St. 
Johns  County.  It  is  he  who  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  sixty-five  miles  of  vitrified 
brick  highway  which  extends  through  St. 
Johns  County.  He  is  always  looking  out 
for  the  betterment  of  the  county  at  large 
and  willing  and  ready  to  help,  aid  and 
assist  any  move  that  is  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  St.  Johns  County  and  her  citi¬ 
zens — both  morally  and  financially; 
therefore  we  think  that  the  voters  of  the 
county  demonstrated  their  good  judg¬ 
ment  when  they  re-elected  Mr.  Moody  re¬ 
cently.  It  may  not  be  inappropriate  at 
this  time  to  say  that  we  predict  that  L  I. 
Moody  will  some  day  land  in  the  State 
Capitol  building  at  Tallahassee. 


NEW  BANK  BUILDING  FOR  BUN¬ 
NELL. 

The  St.  Johns  Tribune  of  Bunnell  gives 
us  the  information  that  work  is  soon  to 
begin  on  a  new  two-story  brick  bank 
building,  to  be  erected  by  Messrs.  Moody 
and  Lambert,  the  lower  floor  of  this 
building  to  fie  occupied  by  the  Bunnell 
State  Bank  and  the  Bunnell  Development 
Company.  The  present  bank  building 
will  be  occupied  by  Smith’s  Drag  Store 
and  the  entire  upper  floor  to  be  used  for 
an  opera  house.  And  still  Bunnell  grows! 

The  S.  C.  Club  were  delightfully  en¬ 
tertained  on  Wednesday  at  the  spacious 
and  beautiful  home  of  Mrs.  Bacher,  who 
was  assisted  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Sul¬ 
livan.  Mrs.  Abbott  and  Mrs.  Mabel 
Loughridge  were  warmly  welcomed  back 
after  an  absence  of  several  weeks  in  the 
North.  The  club  was  delighted  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Crie  telling  of 
her  trip  home  to  Maine,  in  her  interest¬ 
ing  and  inimitable  manner,  and  sending 
messages  to  all. 


Mrs.  G.  C.  McAm  has  purchased  three 
nice  residence  lots  on  Moody  boulevard 
from  Mr.  Ed.  Johnson. 


YOU  SHOULD  OWN  A  LOT  IN  BUNNELL,  DUPONT,  KORONA  OR  OCEAN  CITY. 

OUR  GENERAL  SALES  OFFIC 
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buted  by  Bunnell  Correspondent  During  the  Month 


Foundation  of  /i-f/JO  ft.  Concrete  Pavilion  at  Ocean  City. 


OCEAN  CITY  NEWS  ITEMS. 

Those  who  have  not  visited  Ocean  City 
recently  will  be  surprised  at  the  many 
different  improvements  that  are  being 
made  over  on  the  beach. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Barber  has  completed  a  nice 
two-story  dwelling  house  on  Ocean 
street,  and  is  now  occupying  same.  On 
the  lot  adjoining  the  home  of  Mr.  Barber 
a  nice  cottage  has  been  erected  for  Mr. 
Adolph  Deen,  who  has  moved  his  family 
over  from  Favoretta. 

Mr.  E.  P.  Eggerton  is  erecting  a  cot¬ 
tage  on  the  top  of  the  bander  this  side 
of  the  store  house,  which  he  expects  to 
occupy  this  winter. 

The  foundation  has  been  laid  for  a 
good  concrete  school  house,  and  the  work 
of  completing  this  will  be  rushed  this 
summer,  so  that  the  building  will  be 
ready  to  be  used  for  the  winter  school. 

Mr.  George  Moody  is  rushing  the  work 
on  his  pavilion,  which  is  being  construct¬ 
ed  of  concrete  blocks.  It  will  be  used  for 
dancing,  skating  and  other  kinds  of 
amusements.  Adjacent  to  the  building 
will  be  fifty  dressing  rooms  with  shower 
bath  attachments  to  be  used  by  the  bath¬ 
ers.  This  building  is  seventy-five  feet 
T.vide  with  a  depth  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet.  It  contains  seventy-two  "win¬ 
dows  which  will  allow  the  salt  air  from 
off  the  “mighty  deep”  to  pass  through 
the  building  at  all  times. 

The  building  lots  at  Ocean  City  are  be¬ 
ing  sold  rapidly  to  both  local  and  out¬ 
side  people,  and  within  a  year  or  two 
this  will  be  one  of  the  most  noted  sum¬ 
mer  as  well  as  winter  resorts  on  the  East 
Coast. 

Every  buyer  of  land  in  the  Bunnell 
Colony  should  own  at  least  one  lot  at 
Ocean  City.  We  consider  these  lots 
splendid  investments.  If  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  purchase  of  same,  write  to 


We  expect  to  have  our  first  rural  mail 
route  established  in  the  very  near  future. 
Mayor  Heath  received  a  very  encourag¬ 
ing  letter  from  Congressman  Sears  of 
Washington,  when  the  matter  was 
brought  to  his  attention.  A  postoffice  in¬ 
spector  has  gone  over  the  proposed  route, 
which  covers  a  distance  of  twenty-six 
miles  and  will  serve  about  eighty  pa¬ 
trons.  Our  Bunnell  section  is  coming  to 
the  front  in  every  respect,  and  as  oui 
community  is  being  settled  so  rapidly, 
new  routes  will  of  necessity  have  to  be 
added. 


LETTER  FROM  ANOTHER  OF  OUR 
BOYS  IN  THE  NAVY  WHO  EXPECTS 
TO  LOCATE  ON  HIS  BUNNELL  FARM 
WHEN  HIS  TIME  OF  SERVICE  HAS 
EXPIRED. 

Dear  Mr.  Verdenius: 

I  paid  a  visit  to  Bunnell  in  February 
and  am  well  pleased  with  my  little  piece 
of  land  there.  I  think  that  Bunnell  is 
the  prettiest  place  of  its  size  that  I  have 
ever  seen,  and  the  finest  class  of  people 
I  have  ever  met  are  at  Bunnell.  They 
have  the  right  spirit  and  are  the  kind  of 
people  to  make  a  good  community. 
Everyone  I  met  wore  a  smile  and  spoke 
well  of  the  colony. 

I  have  two  ship-mates  who  wish  to  pur¬ 
chase  twenty  acres  apiece,  and  they  want 
to  settle  in  the  same  locality  in  wliich  I 
shall  live. 

We  have  just  arrived  at  the  Navy’  Yard 
here  at  Philadelphia  for  an  overhaul 
period.  We  spent  from  the  18th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  until  the  26th  of  April  in  Pensa¬ 
cola,  Florida.  It  was  real  fine  weather 
down  there.  It  is  nice  up  in  this  part  of 
the  country  in  summer,  but  give  me  dear 
old  Florida,  especially  in  the  winter. 


WOMEN  MAKE  TREMENDOUS 
SUCCESS  AS  POTATO  GROWERS  AT 
;  ELKTON. 

When  George  W.  Scoville  gave  his 
j  daughter,  Miss  Aurelia,  a  little  corner  of 
|  his  farm  in  which  to  plant  potatoes,  it 
j  was  taken  as  a  great  deal  of  a  joke,  and 
j  generally  considered  a  waste  of  time,  etc. 
I  However,  Miss  “Re”  did  not  so  consider 
j  it,  and  went  to  work  manfully,  doing  all 
,  the  work  from  start  to  finish.  After  giv- 
j  ing  her  land  a  very  thorough  prepara- 
|  tion,  in  which  she  used  a  negligible 
j  amount  of  fertilizer,  she  had  it  ready  to 
!  plant  in  February,  and  carefully  selected 
and  cut  her  own  seed.  This  was  the  lat¬ 
est  crop  to  be  planted  in  that  section. 

It  was  generally  expected  then  that  she 
would  have  a  good  crop,  but  no  one  sup¬ 
posed  such  a  phenomenal  yield  would  re- 
j  suit  as  she  finally  harvested,  when  on 
j  May  17th  she  dug  16  barc'els  of  number 
!  ones,  and  one  barrel  of  twos  on  one-sev- 
j  enth  of  an  acre,  an  equivalent  of  one  hun- 
'  dred  and  nineteen  barrels  per  acre. 

Another  lady  who  planted  on  a  larger 
scale  very  nearly  reached  two  thousand 
j  barrels  off  her  fifty-acre  farm.  Mrs.  H. 

I  Walker  is  the  lady,  and  the  yield  was  of 
|  extra  large  and  beautiful  stock  which 
i  commanded  top  notch  prices.  Mrs.  Walk- 
|  er  personally  superintends  all  the  work 
1  done  on  her  farm. 

Elkton,  the  home  of  Miss  Scoville  and 
Mrs.  Walker,  is  only  a  few  miles  north 
of  Bunnell  on  the  Florida  East  Coast 
Railroad. 


ATTENTION!  READERS  OF 
THE  HOME  BUILDER. 

This  little  magazine  has  been  sent  to 
you  for  the  past  four  years.  It  has  af¬ 
forded  us  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  do 
this,  for  we  desired  to  keep  you  as  fully 
informed  regarding  the  colony  as  we 
could  possibly  do.  You  realize,  of  course, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  give  you  detailed 
information,  since  our  magazine  is  only 
published  once  a  month. 

We  therefore  desire  to  say  to  you  again 
that  there  is  a  splendid  weekly  paper  pub¬ 
lished  in  Bunnell,  and  the  subscription 
price  (for  52  copies)  is  only  $1.00.  Mr. 
J.  B.  Boaz  is  the  Editor.  Mr.  Boaz  wants 
more  subscribers,  and  we  urge  you  to 
send  for  this  paper.  If  you  have  bought 
land  in  the  Bunnell  Colony  and  are  not  a 
subscriber  to  the  St.  Johns  Tribune,  you 
ought  to  be.  You  will  enjoy  receiving 
news  of  the  colony  from  some  other 
source  rather  than  through  some  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Bunnell  Development 
Company,  and  we  trust  Mr.  Boaz  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  large  number  of  subscriptions  in 
the  near  future. 


THOMAS  A.  VERDENIUS, 

108  S.  LA  SALLE  ST.,  CHICAGO. 


Respectfully  yours, 

I.  M.~  DOUGLASS. 


Mail  your  dollar  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Boaz,  Edi¬ 
tor  St.  Johns  Tribune,  Bunnell,  Florida. 


~5  ARE  SPLENDID  INVESTMENTS.  WRITE  FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS  TO 
SALLE  ST.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


HOME  BUILDER 


A  LETTER  THAT  EVERY 
WOMAN  ESPECIALLY 
SHOULD  READ. 

IT  IS  WRITTEN  BY  A  FORMER 
BUSINESS  WOMAN  WHO  HAS 
STUDIED  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  COL¬ 
ONY  THOROUGHLY,  AND  KNOWS 
WHEREOF  SHE  SPEAKS. 


Mrs.  M.  H.  Millikcn. 


Chicago,  May  27th,  1916. 
Mr.  Thos.  A.  Verdenius, 

108  S.  La  Salle  Street, 

Chicago. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Verdenius: 

Knowing  you  to  be  an  exceedingly  busy 
man,  I  am  not  going  to  trespass  upon 
your  time  by  calling  at  your  office  and 
telling  you  in  person  of  my  recent  trip 
to  Bunnell,  but  am  writing  you,  feeling 
assured  that  you  will  find  a  few  leisure 
moments  in  which  to  read  my  letter. 

I  returned  home  on  the  13th  inst.,  hav¬ 
ing  spent  three  very  delightful  weeks  in 
Bunnell.  I  was  most  agreeably  surprised 
at  the  many  improvements,  not  only  in 
Bunnell,  but  in  the  entire  colony.  You 
know,  Mr.  Verdenius,  I  have  visited  Bun¬ 
nell  three  times  since  Mr.  Milliken  pur¬ 
chased  our  farm  in  1912.  Bunnell  has 
certainly  grown  during  these  four  years. 
It  is  a  clean,  healthy,  beautiful  little 
town ;  the  people  are  cordial  and  hos¬ 
pitable,  ever  ready  to  give  a  new  comer 
the  “glad  hand.”  The  climate  is  ideal; 
the  air  so  pure,  fresh  and  invigorating. 
How  I  did  enjoy  it! 

When  I  go  through  the  Department 
Stores  here  and  see  men  of  fifty  and  even 
older,  standing  behind  a  counter  from  8 
A.  M.  until  6  P.  M.  I  feel  I  must  go  up 
to  them  and  tell  them  of  “A  Little  Farm 
— A  Big  Living;”  explain  to  them  how 
comfortably  and  happily  they  could  live 
on  a  little  farm  in  the  Bunnell  Colony, 
and  that  their  energies  would  not  be 
wasted  as  they  are  behind  that  counter. 

I  have  never  been  skeptical  regarding 
the  possibilities  of  the  Bunnell  farms, 
but  this  recent  trip  has  thoroughly  con¬ 
vinced  me  that  more  than  a  mere  living 
can  be  made  on  these  farms.  It  will,  of 


course,  require  work,  energy,  grit  and 
stick-to-it-iveness,  but  the  final  results 
will  more  than  compensate  one  for  the 
effort  put  forth. 

You  know,  Mr.  Verdenius,  a  business 
life  in  a  city  is  a  strenuous  one  (I,  of 
course,  have  reference  to  the  salaried 
men  and  women,  who  when  their  salary 
stops,  must  quit  living).  They  get  up 
early  in  the  morning,  eat  a  bite  of  break- 
i  fast,  if  they  have  time,  hustle  for  a  car, 
possibly  stand,  swinging  to  a  strap  all 
the  way  to  the  city  because  of  the  over¬ 
crowded  train  or  car.  At  noon  it’s  hustle 
for  lunch,  then  back  to  the  store,  or  of¬ 
fice  (one  is  as  bad  as  the  other).  There 
they  work  until  six,  and  then  it’s  another 
hustle  to  get  home.  Can  you  understand 
why  a  man  with  ordinary  “horsesense” 
prefers,  or  clings  to  a  life  like  this  in 
preference  to  one  on  a  farm  in  the  Bun¬ 
nell  Colony?  Where  while  making  his 
living  he  is  enjoying  all  the  beauties  of 
Nature;  growing  strong  and  healthy;  be¬ 
coming  a  better  man,  physically,  mental¬ 
ly  and  morally. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  Coun¬ 
cil’s  field  of  potatoes,  which  to  me  looked 
fine,  and  my  opinion  was  verified  by  Mr. 
Ernest  Hill,  the  “Potato  Bug,”  I  called 
him.  You  know  he  is  the  commission 
man  who  bought  Mr.  Mack’s  14  acres  of 
potatoes.  Mr.  Hill  took  me  to  see  Mr. 
Council’s  farm,  also  Mr.  Mack’s  and  a 
number  of  others.  I  saw  Mrs.  Jordan’s 
j  strawberry  bed  and  her  cabbage  patch, 

!  and  it  certainly  did  look  good  to  me. 

|  Mrs.  Jordan  has  such  a  cozy,  comfortable 
little  home,  her  yard  is  sodded,  and  she 
has  so  many  pretty  flowers,  which  are 
growing  splendidly.  The  Beach  is  beau¬ 
tiful,  also  Ocean  City.  In  fact,  I  did  not 
see  one  spot  while  in  Bunnell  that  I  felt 
could  be  criticized. 


Beautiful  Road  at  Ocean  City. 


Our  original  purchase  in  Bunnell  wa.~ 
ten  acres;  we  took  advantage  of  the  9C 
day  inspection  clause  to  look  at  our  al¬ 
lotment  and  were  so  pleased  with  the 
prospects  of  the  Bunnell  Colony  that  we 
immediately  bought  35  acres  more,  and 
I  have  learned  that  quite  a  number  of  the 
Bunnell  purchasers  after  inspecting  their 
allotments,  bought  more  land,  showing 
conclusively  that  the  land  was  all  tha: 
the  Company  represented  it  to  be,  and. 
their  claims  as  to  the  crops  that  could  be 
raised  have  in  every  instance  been  veri¬ 
fied. 

The  soils  in  the  Bunnell  Colony  are 
practically  the  same  as  those  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Hastings  potato  farms;  of  course, 
the  farms  at  Hastings  have  had  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  longer  cultivation  and  devel¬ 
opment,  but  I  found  that  those  farms  it 
the  Bunnell  Colony  that  have  been  under 
cultivation  for  the  past  three  years  pro¬ 
duced  crops  equal  in  quantity  and  quality 
to  those  raised  at  Hastings,  and  I  believe 
that  the  same  will  prove  true  of  each 
and  every  farm  in  the  Bunnell  Colony. 

The  future  of  the  Colony  I  consider 
very  bright,  especially  so  in  having  two 
such  progressive  men  as  Messrs.  I.  I. 
Moody  and  J.  F.  Lambert  at  the  head  of 
its  affairs. 

Mr.  Moody  as  Chairman  of  the  Road.- 
Commission,  has  given  the  Bunnell  dis¬ 
trict  miles  of  new  roads,  which  is  one  of 
the  essentials  of  a  good  farming  com¬ 
munity;  these  gentlemen  are  lending 
every  aid  possible  to  new  settlers-  in  and 
around  Bunnell,  to  the  furtherance  of  the 
mutual  benefit  of  the  settlers  and  the 
Colony,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we. 
who  have  purchased  these  farms,  will  do 
our  part,  there  will  be  no  failures. 

You  know,  Mr.  Verdenius,  I  was  bom 
in  “Old  Kaintuck,”  and  my  early  teach¬ 
ings  were  that  it  was  God’s  country,  and 
while  I  have  adhered  to  these  teaching? 
a  long,  long  time,  I  am  beginning  to  be¬ 
lieve  somebody  in  the  long  ago  made  a 
mistake,  for  Florida  sure  is  a  gloriou? 
state. 

I  just  know  when  you  read  my  letter 
you  will  sayt  “Well,  Mrs.  Milliken  cer¬ 
tainly  has  Florida  sand  in  her  shoes.”  I 
did  get  a  little  on  my  first  trip;  brought 
a  little  more  back  on  my  second  trip,  and 
this  time  my  shoes  were  just  full  of  it. 
and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they 
have  had  several  “shines”  since  my  re¬ 
turn  to  Chicago,  the  sand  is  still  there, 
and 

When  I  see  those  little  shile  grains,  a 
failin’  to  the  floor. 

My  heart  turns  back  to  dear  old  Flor¬ 
ida,  and 

I  feel  I  must  just  git  up  and  go. 

Well,  Mr.  Verdenius,  I  must  close;  a 
peddler  is  at  my  door,  wants  to  sell  me 
a  bunch  of  radishes  for  10  cents  and  the 
tons  (spinach)  for  10  cents.  Think  o: 
the  radishes,  with  the  tops,  I  can  grow 
or.  our  farm  in  Bunnell. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(MRS.)  M.  H.  MILLIKEN. 


AFTER  JULY  1st,  1916,  THERE  WILL  BE  NO  MORE  LAND  FOR  SALE  IN  THE  ORIGINAL 


Ufr®  BUMHELL  HOME  BUILDER. 


MORE  FACTS  AND  FIGURES  ABOUT  BUNNELL  COLONY 

BY  THOMAS  A.  VERDENIUS. 


Bunnell,  Fla.,  3/27/16. 


THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY,  that  I,  M.  St.  Peter,  of  the  Town  of 
Bunnell,  County  of  St.  Johns,  State  of  Florida,  nave 
rented  my  lands,  purchased  from  the  8unnell  Development 
Company,  for  the  following  terms  and  amounts 


In  the  year  1913,  I  rented  eight  acres  to  V/  A  Mack,  for 
Eighty  Dol lars (§80 .00)  for  the  year. 

In  the  year  1914,  I  rented  ten  acres  to  J  F  Lambert, 
for  $100  00  for  the  year. 

e  twenty-three  and  one-half  acres  rented  to  Mr. 
/"Tof  IF(M8=ed.y  for  $235.00,  for  the  year,  with  the  privilege 

.  L  n  il’* 1  't*  .  1^.  *— J  *  C  r~.  -*»  ^  U  If  n  «>  -I  4-  f  n  /I  nVl  mr  n  »>■  i  /%  fl  O  oh  t  T* 


"fJcK-iife^Ct  for  three  years  at  the,- ab overprice  each  year. 
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V>''  Persbqally  appeared  before  me,  a  Justice  of  peace  of 

%.■  u'hbo.v.e-'fia^n^d  state  and  co  unty,  one,  M  St  Peter,  who  unde 
aaMrf’  that  the  statement  i6  true  and  ^ 
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Justice  of  Peace. 


In  the  June  issue  of  the  HOME 
BUILDER  I  mentioned  a  few  facts  and 
figures  regarding  the  increase  in  value  of 
Bunnell  farms  and  town  lots,  but  lx  cause 
of  limited  space  I  was  unable  to  tell  all 
jf  my  story  at  that  time.  In  this  issue  I 
want  to  give  you  a  few  more  facts  as 
:hey  were  told  to  me  while  I  was  in  the 
:olony.  These  may  sound  quite  unbe¬ 
lievable  to  you,  but  nevertheless  they  are 
:rue  and  indisputable. 

One  of  our  very  early  buyers  was  G. 
C.  McAm,  of  North  Carolina.  He  pur¬ 
chased  ten  acres  of  land  when  the  price 
was  but  820.00  an  acre.  His  total  cost 
was  therefore  $200.00,  but  as  he  paid 
:ash  for  his  land  he  was  allowed  a  dis¬ 
count  of  10%,  so  that  his  ten  acre  farm 
actually  cost  him  8180.00.  Mr.  McAm 
had  cleared,  fenced  and  put  his  land  un- 
ier  cultivation,  when  he  was  accidentally 
hilled  one  dark,  rainy  evening  about  three 
ears  ago  by  a  through  train  passing 
through  Bunnell. 

Mrs.  McAm  then  rented  her  ten  acre 
farm  for  three  years  at  an  annual  cash 
cent  of  $75.00  a  year,  paid  in  advance,  to 
Mr.  J.  Council,  who  the  first  year  did  ad¬ 
ditional  clearing  and  improving  on  this 
farm  to  the  amount  of  at  least  8100.00. 
So  taking  everything  into  consideration, 
Mr.  Council  pays  Mrs.  McAm  more  than 
810.00  an  acre  annually  for  the  farm 
which  her  husband  originally  purchased 
from  the  Bunnell  Development  Company 
for  8180.00. 

That  good,  cleared  land  that  is  not  too 
far  from  town  does  not  have  to  lay  idle, 
is  proven  by  the  fact  that  while  Mrs.  Mc- 
Am’s  lease  to  Mr.  Council  does  not  ex¬ 
pire  until  next  January,  already  three  or 
:  ur  people  have  made  application  to  her 
rent  her  land,  offering  8100.00  cash 
-nt  annually  for  her  ten  acres  of  land, 

-  rent  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

Just  to  show  you  that  Mrs.  McAm’s 
:.nd  is  not  the  only  ground  that  is  in 
c.ch  demand,  I  want  to  mention  one  more 


j  instance  of  a  similar  nature.  There  is  a 
j  farm  located  in  Block  D,  Section  22, 
J  Township  12,  Range  30,  which  was  orig- 
!  inally  sold  by  the  Bunnell  Development 
I  Company  for  825.00  an  acre.  At  the 
present  time  this  farm  is  owned  by  our 
well  known  Dr.  St.  Peter  of  Bunneli,  and 
if  you  will  read  the  above  affidavit  signed 
and  sworn  to  by  the  Doctor,  you  will  get 
a  very  complete  idea  of  what  he  is  doing 
with  this  farm.  The  doctor  has  two 
farms,  one  south  and  the  other  north  of 
Bunnell.  A  peculiar  part  of  this  last 
transaction  is  the  fact  that  Messrs. 

I  Moody  and  Lambert  were  the  original 
j  owners  of  this  farm,  sold  it  for  only 
j  825.00  an  acre,  and  are  now  renting  this 
same  land,  since  it  has  been  cleared  and 
!  fenced,  for  810.00  an  acre. 

There  are  a  number  of  our  purchasers 
who  have  paid  for  their  farms  in  full  and 
now  have  deed  for  same.  My  advice  to 
all  such  is  to  get  your  land  cleared,  and 
let  it  be  bringing  you  in  an  income.  By 
so  doing  you  will  not  only  increase  the 
value  of  your  own  farms,  but  it  will  en¬ 
hance  the  value  of  surrounding  lands. 
And  tills  of  course  is  a  condition  greatly 
to  be  desired  by  all  our  property  holders. 

The  above  brief  facts  and  figures  clear¬ 
ly  demonstrate  that  the  purchase  of  land 
in  the  Bunnell  colony  is  most  desirable 
from  an  investment  standpoint.  There 
are  only  a  few  states  in  our  country 
where  one  can  obtain  810.00  an  acre  rent 
for  land,  paid  in  advance.  I  am  fairly 
|  well  acquainted  with  farming  conditions 
in  our  middle  west  states,  and  I  know  of 
some  of  our  very  best  farms  that  sell  for 
as  high  as  8200.00  to  $250.00  an  acre, 
which  with  their  up-to-date  buildings, 
barns,  silos,  etc.,  do  not  rent  for  $10.00 
an  acre  cash  as  our  lands  do  at  Bunnell. 

And,  “there’s  a  reason,”  for  our  Bun¬ 
nell  farms  produce  three  crops  annually; 
we  have  good  markets  and  receive  high 
prices  for  our  produce. 

I  want  to  leave  this  thought  with  the 


j  readers  of  the  HOME  BUILDER — speak- 
[  ing  strictly  from  an  investment  point  of 
I  view,  is  not  land  that  readily  rents  for 
$10.00  an  acre  worth  considerably  more 
than  $35.00  an  acre?  Of  course  after 
July  1st  there  will  not  be  any  land  for 
sale  in  our  old  tract  for  less  than  $40.00 
an  acre,  but  even  that  is  a  very  low  price 
taking  into  consideration  what  is  being 
paid  for  farms  elsewhere  that  cannot 
produce  as  our  Bunnell  Colony  farms  can 
!  and  are  producing. 


A  FEW  MORE  WORDS 
CONCERNING  THE  MACK 
FAMILY. 


Frequent  mention  has  been  made  in 
the  pages  of  the  HOME  BUILDER  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  few  years,  of  Mr.  W.  A. 
Mack  and  family  of  Bunnell.  As  a  farm¬ 
er  Mr.  Mack  has  proven  to  be  A  No.  1, 
but  at  this  time  I  cannot  resist  the  de¬ 
sire  of  giving  our  readers  a  brief  glimpse 
into  the  family  life  of  this  remarkable 
family.  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  Macks 
will  forgive  me  if  what  I  have  to  say 
may  seem  a  little  too  personal. 

The  Mack  family  are  workers.  Every¬ 
body  works  there — even  father;  and  the 
two'  older  hoys,  Stanley  and  James,  par¬ 
ticularly,  have  nobly  assisted  their  father 
and  have  done  their  share  towards  reach¬ 
ing  success.  On  my  various  visits  I  have 
many  times  observed  these  two  young 
men,  and  the  respect  they  show  their 
father  and  mother.  The  fact  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  that  it  has  seemed  to  me  the  Mack 
family  was  about  the  best  regulated  fam¬ 
ily  I  have  ever  known. 

I  have  often  wondered  why  Mr.  Mack’s 
sons  have  stayed  so  close  at  home  while 
so  many  young  men  leave  the  farms  and 
the  country  and  are  of  no  assistance  to 
their  parents.  While  I  was  in  the  colony 
a  little  while  ago,  I  happened  merely  by 
chance  to  get  a  little  insight  into  the 
workings  of  the  Mack  family  which  an- 
|  swered  my  question  to  a  large  extent. 

;  While  going  over  the  farm  with  Mr. 
Mack  he  told  me  about  his  various  crops, 
etc.,  and  happened  to  mention  that  his 
oldest  son  Stanley  had  two  acres  planted 
to  watermelons,  while  James,  his  second 
son,  had  a  field  of  com  and  sweet  pota¬ 
toes. 

This  simple  statement  set  me  to  think¬ 
ing  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  there  might 
be  a  lesson  in  Mr.  Mack’s  plans  for  other 
parents.  Get  your  boys  interested  in  the 
farm.  Make  them  your  partners.  Give 
them  a  chance  to  make  some  money,  and 
they  will  be  more  likely  to  stay  with  you, 
j  and  not  leave  for  the  cities  where  suc- 
j  cess  for  them  is  generally  so  fleeting. 

And  don’t  forget  the  girls.  They  may 
j  not  be  able  to  work  in  the  fields,  but  give 
j  them  an  interest  in  the  chickens,  ducks, 
j  or  turkeys.  Let  them  raise  squabs,  or 
j  grow  tomatoes.  Make  them  your  part¬ 
ners  as  well  as  the  boys.  A  little  effort 
on  the  part  of  fathers  and  mothers  in 
this  respect  will  be  repaid  many  fold  in 
happy  and  contented  sons  and  daughters 
remaining  longer  under  the  old  roof  Wee. 


TRACT  FOR  $35.00  AN  ACRE— BE  SURE  AND  READ  THE  LAST  PAGE  OF  THIS  ISSUE. 


A  Word  to  You  who  have  been 
Thinking  about  Buying  a  Farm 

in  the  Bunnell  Colony 

Price  of  Land  in  Our  Old  Tract  Will  be  Advanced 

July  1st,  is  the  day 

No  doubt  you  read  in  the  last  issue  of  the  HOME  BUILDER 
that  the  price  of  land  in  our  old  tract  will  be  advanced  after  July  1, 
1916. 

THE  TIME  IS  GROWING  VERY  SHORT  in  which  you  can 
secure  a  farm-home  for  only  $35.00  an  acre. 

NOW  is  your  time  to  decide  what  you  are  going  to  do.  Don’t 
ask  me  after  July  1,  1916,  to  let  you  have  land  in  the  old  tract  for 
$35.00  an  acre,  for  I  cannot  do  it. 

If  your  order  is  mailed  by  July  1st,  you  may  still  secure  your 
Mr.  T.  A.  Vcrdenius,  the  Pioneer  Swah  farm  for  $35.00  an  acre,  if  not,  then  you  must  pay  at  least  $40.00 
Farm  Man  of  Florida.  an  acre,  and  from  that  to  as  high  as  $75.00  an  acre. 

I  have  given  each  of  my  prospective  buyers  the  same  chance.  I  am  treating  every  man  and 
woman  alike.  No  special  privileges  for  anyone.  The  same  terms  for  the  man  who  buys  a  section  as 
for  the  one  who  buys  ten  acres. 

For  your  convenience,  I  have  had  an  order  blank  printed  below.  Fill  it  out  at  once  and  mail  to 
me.  Why  wait  longer  when  you  must  pay  more  in  the  end? 

REMEMBER  TO  MAIL  YOUR  ORDER  BEFORE  JULY  1,  1916.  NOT  MANY  DAYS 
LEFT  TO  YOU.  DON’T  NEGLECT  THIS,  FOR  YOU  WILL  REGRET  IT  IF  YOU  DO.  CON¬ 
SIDER  WELL  WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  YOU. 


0®-  CUT  OUT  THIS  ORDER  BLANK  AND  MAIL  BEFOREJULY  1  -®g 

ITDU  PONT  LOT  FREE 


Date. 


THOS.  A.  VERDEN1US, 

Bunnell  Development  Co.,  108  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


1916 


Please  enter  my  order  for  a  farm  of _ _ _ _ _ _ Acres 

(Insert  here  the  number  of  acres  you  wish  to  purchase,  whether  10.  20  or  10) 

of  land,  in  Bunnell-Du  Pont  Colony,  Florida,  for  which  I  agree  to  pay  $35.00  per  acre,  at  the  rate  of 
Fifty  Cents  per  acre  down  and  Fifty  Cents  per  acre  per  month,  until  paid  for. 


Enclosed  find  $ - as  first  payment  on  my  farm,  and  I  agree  to  make  monthly  payments  of 

$ - hereafter  until  my  land  is  paid  for.  Upon  receipt  of  this,  please  send  me  your  legal 

acknowledgment  and  advise  me  which  tract  has  been  allotted  to  me. 


Name - Street - Town - 

R.  F.  D.  No _ _  County - State - 

THOMAS  A.  VERDENIUS,  108  S.  LA  SALLE  STREET,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


